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News Briefs 
Move 

'hv main office of the Stuttgart Informa-
- Tours and Travel has moved from ils 
ncr tocation, and wiH reopen loday in the 

-- Robinson Barracks mini-mall, located 
nbiairs next to the main exchange. 

• move wiU serve to consolidaie the ITT 
ollice and the ITT air and rail offtce into 

. locaiion which wij| mean bciter and more 
. icnt Service for cusloniers. 

APO training holiday 
\rmy Poslal Oifices ihroughoul USAR-
R w!ll observe a iraining holiday on Fri-

aj>, Feb. 2>. This training holiday was granted 
m rccognition of the quaiity work performed 
by ihc Army Postai Unils during ihe holiday 
mailing scason. Normal operating hours vvifl 
^ sumc on Saturday. Feb. 4. 

Health promotion survey 
A 'Survey for the Health of if" wil l be ran-

domly disiributed soon ihroughout the 
GSMC. You can help the Army Health Pro
motion Program know what heaith and fitness 
aclivitics intcresl you. And help yourself be-
comc '"Fit to 'Win" and "Fi l for Life." Call 
Joyce Moore at 420-6315/7055. 

DRMO sale 
The Ocfcnse Reutilization and Marketing 

OtTice Rraneh (DRMOSfJ) l.udwigsburg, lo-
calcd on OMtTholzaflcc. ncar Coffcy Barracks 
and the commissjiry will hoid a large retaii 
sale of cxccss perst>nal and guvcmmeni prop-
criy from 8 a.m. l i i noon February 3, 

The saic is opcn to cvcryone, items wiU be 
sold "as is," and alt (»ales are final. Customers 
need to bring transporiation. as ali items must 
be removcd the day of the sale. Ali sales for 
U.S. currency and non-U.S- personnel must 
pay cusioms on purchases before they may be 
removcd. 

For more information about this and oiher 
^alcs, contact the DROSMB at ETS: 428-
2892/2554. 

NEOEX preparation 
The Greater Stuttgart Military Communily 

(GSMC) m\] conduct a communily NEOEX 
from Feb. 7 through Mar. 22. The GSMC mo
bile Personnel Processing Center (PPC) will 
rotaie through ali subcommunities withing the 
GSMC performing NEO Cycle A (notjfica-
tion) and Cycie B (processing). Noncombal-
ants vs-il! be processed within the community 
wherc they live, not where they work. 
DODDS personnel and their family mcmbers 
will be processed vvhere they work. 

GSMC will conduct the NEOEX by roiat-
ing ihe PPC on the following dates: 

Bad Cannstatt-Zuffenhausen on Feb. 7-8; 
Vaihingen on Feb. 10: 
Boebilingen-Sinddfingen on Feb. M; 
Mochringen-Degerloch on Feb. 16; 
Nellingen-Essiingen-Echterdingen on Feb. 

23-24; 
Ludwigsbuf^-Kornweslheim on Mar. 21-

22. 

Students vvalk around the track behind Stuttgart American High School. 

DARE walks for prevention 
Story and photo by Kevin Hudson 
Stuttgart Citizen staff 

The students of the Drug Abuse Resistance Educa-
tion class (DARE) at the Ludwigsburg Elementary and 
Middle School, raised more than $3,100 from a walk-
a-thon, Jan 21. 

Approximately 130 students, ranging from fifth to 
eighth graders participated in the six-hour DARE Day 
WaIk-a-lhon. held on the track behind Stuttgart Amer
ican High School. 

Prior to the event, the participants went out into the 
community to solicil donations, or find sponsors who 
were willing to pledge a certain amount of money for 
every lap around the track the child completed. 

According to Sgt. Ben Afman, money raised during 
the walk-a-thon will be used to purchase items, such as 
hats, shirts, and other DARE items. These items will 
be awarded upon completion of the course. 

"What we shoot for in the course is to develop deci-
sion making abilities," he explained. "We want them 
to weigh the consequences, and make the decisions in 
their lives. 

*'Whether the decision is to take drugs, drink alco-
hol, smoke cigarettes, or anyihing else, we encourage 
overall decision making." 

Afman is a Military Police officer with the Greater 
Stuttgart Military Community Provost MarshaPs of
fice of Crime Prevention. He is one of three specially 

trained DARE instruclors for the Ludwig$burg El
ementary and Middle School. 

DARE is a Department of Defense Depcndent 
Schools program, that was purchased from the Los 
Angeles Police Department and adapted for use by the 
DODDS System. 

According to Afman, the DARE program is now in 
its first year as a GSMC-wide program. 

"There was a pilot program last year at the Patch 
American High School that was vcry successful," 
Afman said. 

"Because of that program's success, and its proven 
success in the states," he continued, "the program was 
implemented GSMC-wide." 

The DARE program is taught five days a wcck to 
students ranging from Kindergarieh to eighth gradc. 
and according to Afman the main thrust of the course, 
regardless of the grade, is decision making. 

The course is broken down into three groups accord
ing to grades. While each class deals wilh decision 
making, each also has a separate theme. For example, 
the students of the Kindergartcn through grade four 
group deal with safcly, while the "Core" group of fifth 
and sixth graders stress the importance of dealing with 
peer pressure. 

"Seventh and e i ^ th graders teach their own 
course," Afman said, "We give them the questions or 
situations and let them make the decisions. 

"We want to know how they win handle it someday 
when their .own son or daughter is making the same 
decisions." 

Tax exemption may cost $4 
by Lionel R. Green 
Stuttgart Citizen stafT 

Servicemembers and govemment civilians of the 
Greater Stuttgart Military Community who wish to 
take advantage of the added tax exemption when Shop
ping on the economy may have to pay a $4 surcharge 
in the future, according to reports by CINCUSA-
REUR. 

The 14 percent sales tax, callcd Mehrwertsteuer, is 
the West German tax which is added to most goods 
and Services. Servicemembers, their families and civil-
ian employees can be exempt from paying this tax on 
certain purchases due to a supplemental agreement in 
the NATO Statue of Forces Agreement. 

The reason for the service charge is the result of a $ I 
miltion shortfall in funding for the tax relief program. 

Military community commanders were authorized 
by CINCUSAREUR to implement this new charge on 
Jan. I , 1989. Also, the minimum amount accepted for 
tax relief may be increased from D M 50 to DM 60 to 
make the tax relief request bencficial to the customer. 

There are 21 tax relief officers in GSMC. Approxi
mately 775 claims are processed each quarter m the 
Robinson Barracks and 5ih General Hospital area 
alone, said Linda K. Brownlee. the community sup-
port/tax relief clcrk at the Installation Coordinator of
fice in the Bad Cannstatt-ZufTenhausen military sul>-
community. Civilians make up the majority of the 
customers, followed by E-5s and beIow, then officers 
and fmally E-6s and above, Brownlee said. 

"A variety of different oplions are being looked at 
and could be implemented in the near future," said 
Michael B. Duday, chief of GSMC Financial Manage
ment Division. "We still have to propose a variety of 
options and get feedback from the 5ut>-community 
commanders before any program is implemented." 


